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Our Purpose is to serve God by building faith, love and commitment. 

Inside this issue: 

Adult Christmas Party 

Monday, December 12, 6:30 pmMonday, December 12, 6:30 pmMonday, December 12, 6:30 pm   

FELLOWSHIP HALLFELLOWSHIP HALLFELLOWSHIP HALL   

FINGER FOODS/DESSERTSFINGER FOODS/DESSERTSFINGER FOODS/DESSERTS   

White Elephant ExchangeWhite Elephant ExchangeWhite Elephant Exchange   

“New” Baby Blankets “New” Baby Blankets “New” Baby Blankets    

All Adults of the Church are encouraged to attend this fun/fellowship event!All Adults of the Church are encouraged to attend this fun/fellowship event!All Adults of the Church are encouraged to attend this fun/fellowship event!   

Child Care will be provided.Child Care will be provided.Child Care will be provided.   

An Interactive Children’s Pageant 

Sunday, December 11, 6:00 pm 

Not everything has to be planned and scripted!  Join us for 

this retelling of the Christmas story that allows  every child to be involved.  Chil-

dren will be able to dress as a shepherd, sheep, wise person, or angel and be-

come a part of the story.  Everyone gets involved as we sing the old familiar  

carols.  Stay for snacks afterward. 

Blue Christmas Service 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 pm 

Sometimes the holidays can be painful: the first 

Christmas after a death, after receiving a frighten-

ing diagnosis, or after a breakup in a relationship. 

This will be a healing service for the sick, the griev-

ing, the lonely during this Season of celebration.  

This meditative service will help us acknowledge 

our pain and move toward healing.  Please join us 

and let the true message of Christmas heal your 

soul. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Saturday,  December 24, 6:00 pm 

Come “Home for Christmas” and hear the scriptures, sing 

the traditional Carols, receive Holy Communion, light a 

candle as the congregation sings Silent Night. You will feel 

as if you have truly come home to the love of God.  

Our Christmas Eve offering will go to the Leonard Emer-

gency Relief Fund. 
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Pastor’s Page 
Been to the mall recently?  I have a friend 

who hates malls at Christmas time.  He 

hates the “commercialism” and the 

crowds.  The thought of spending the day 

shopping puts him in a “bah-humbug” 

sort of mood.  

Me, I love the mall at Christmas.  I love the crowds and the 

decorations.  I love the lights and the carols playing.  I know 

that many people are more interested in Santa Claus than in 

Jesus Christ, but what I think is fundamentally wonderful 

about the Christmas season is that, despite our attempts to 

secularize this holiday, the ‘holiness’ still comes through.  

For a month (or more!) each year, the world is transformed.  

The decorations are as magical as we can make them.  The 

food is as yummy as we can cook.  The music is special and 

beautiful.  And, strangest of all, people of all faiths and back-

grounds seem to feel that they should be kinder, more com-

passionate, more giving, more loving than usual.   

Yes, despite all human attempts to turn this holiday into 

something crass and commercial, a holiday about greed and 

extravagant spending, somehow it continues to be a holy 

day about selflessness and extravagant love.   

So enjoy this Christmas season.  Throw yourself into the cel-

ebration.  Bake cookies, buy gifts, wrap packages.   And in 

honor of God’s extravagant gift of Godself to the world, give 

extravagantly yourself:  smile at everyone you see, not just 

the people you know; put a ten-dollar bill in the Salvation 

Army pot instead of a one; volunteer to help wrap gifts at 

the Fannin County Children’s Center; go to the office party to 

get to know your coworkers instead of to be seen by your 

boss; send Christmas cards to your old college roommates or 

army buddies and catch up with what’s been happening in 

their lives.  Let the spirit of the season rejuvenate your spirit.   

After all, the coming of the Christ Child meant that the world 

would change.  Maybe you can see the crowded mall as a 

parable for the kingdom—the world changes in response to 

the birth of a baby, even though the world does not under-

stand the change or the reason for it.  Even Christians don’t 

really understand the full implications of what God is doing 

in Jesus Christ.  All we really know is that with Christ in our 

lives, the world is a more beautiful, more generous, more 

loving, more forgiving place.   

Merry Christmas my friends!  May you hear the songs of the 

angels and the proclamation of the shepherds.  And may you 

have a moment under the twinkling lights of the Christmas 

tree to do as Mary did and ponder these things in your 

heart. 

Some Symbols of Advent 

Purple:  This color represents both penitence and royalty.  

Some churches now use blue as their Advent color to distin-

guish this from Lent (which also uses purple). 

 

 Evergreens:  Symbolizes the hope of renewal and everlast-

ing life. 

 

 

 

 

 Wreaths:  The circle represents God, who is eternal and 

perfect, whose mercy and love have no beginning and no 

ending. 

 

 Candles:  Represents the light of Jesus coming into the 

world, bringing light into our darkness (see Is. 9:2).  The four 

candles of the Advent Wreath are sometimes called the can-

dles of hope, peace, joy, and love.  The center candle is the 

Christ candle, lit on Christmas Eve. 

 

 

 

 

 Holly:  The red berries represent the blood of Christ on the 

cross and the sticky leaves of the bush represent the crown 

of thorns. 
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Passionate Worship 

  December 4  Matthew 1:18-24  
   Our Own Journey:  Living With Righteous Compassion  

 
  December 11  LUKE 1:39-56 
   Our Own Journey:  Sharing the Journey 
   
   December 18 Luke 2:1-7 
   Our Own Journey:  Peace in the midst of Struggle 
 
   December 25 Luke 2:8-20 
   Our Own Journey:  Becoming a Messenger 

Scriptures and Sermons for December 

Missed sermons can be found on the sermon page of our website:  www.fumcleonard.org. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Worship Committee will meet on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. to finalize plans for Advent/Christmas Eve Services.  
The following dates have been set: 

  Put out Yard Signs for Christmas Eve Service  December 4 

  Info regarding December activities mailed out December 6 

              PRAYER VIGIL for Christmas Eve Service  December 8, 5 a.m.-9, 5 a.m. 

  Deadline for Poinsettia orders   December 11 

              Christmas Children’s Interactive Drama  December 11 

A special “Thank You” to all who decorated the church for Advent/Christmas and to Claudette Griffin for making a new Christmas 
banner for Christmas Eve/Christmas Day! 

Worship Committee members are Kyle Brown, Terry Morris, Kimberly Williams, Bill Vehslage, Marilyn Gill, Arthur Green, Lanna 
Jackson, Junie Green, Jackie Trenholm, Brent Kern, Pastor Martha, and Becky Kegans, Chair. 

Sunday, December 25      Christmas Day      Regular Schedule!! 
Early Service 8:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:45 a.m., and Worship at 10:55 a.m. 

Children are encouraged to bring their favorite gift (no live animals, toy weapons, or noise makers, 
please) to the Worship Services on Christmas Day.  Pastor Martha will conduct a ”Blessing of the Toys” 
during both services.  If you have any questions regarding types of toys, please contact Pastor Martha. 

Blessing of the Toys 
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Aˍ˃ʶʠ S˞˔ˠiˢuʨʕ F˛ˠmaˢi˛ʘ 

Intentional Faith 
Development 

FRIENDSHIP CL[SS 

IM[GES CL[SS 

S.O.S. (Studying on Sunday) class meets in the choir room 

Sunday mornings at 9:45 am. We welcome you to come 

and take part in our lively discussions and see what God 

reveals through his word each week.  

S.O.S. CL[SS 

Come join this class as we study what God’s Word says 
through John.  We are meeting in a classroom in the 
children’s wing across from the sanctuary. We like 
Visitors! We are cross-generational, creating wonderful 
diversity in our great discussions.  

Marty Vehslage is the Facilitator.  

THROUGH THE BIBLE 

During Advent, the Images Class will be participating in the 
All-Church Advent Study, The Journey:  Walking the Road to 
Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton.  Following the DVD 
presentation in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m., we will adjourn 
to the classroom off the Sanctuary for discussion.  You are 
welcome to join us in this journey during Advent. 

The Images Class is collecting “spare change” for a mission 
project to be announced. 

Come join us and enjoy the warm fellowship. 

HORIZONS CL[SS 

Is God calling you? 
Horizons Class is for College and Career Age Young Adults.  
This class covers a broad range of subjects from science, 
religion, money matters, life issues and sometimes just 
conversing together about things that are encountered in our 
lives.   
 
This class is vital to our young adults and is in need of someone 
willing to step into this role.  Are you being called?   Please 
give this prayerful consideration.       
Please contact Pastor Martha if you would like to take on this 
role. 

The Friendship Class is participating in the Advent Study, 
The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem, with the 
Sunday School Classes, meeting in the Sanctuary at 9:45 
a.m. for viewing of the Adam Hamilton presentation and 
then gathering in the Lighthouse Classroom for 
discussion. 

 

On the 3rd Sunday of each month, the Friendship Class 
ministers to the Leonard Manor in Word and song at 9 
a.m.  You are invited to join them in this ministry. 

ALL-CHURCH ADVENT STUDY 

The Journey:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem 

By Adam Hamilton 

 

“The purpose of this study is to explore the story of the birth 
of Jesus with fresh eyes and ears.  We will walk through the 
Holy Land and retrace the steps of those involved.  We’ll draw 
upon insights gained from historians, archaeologists, biblical 
scholars, theologians and from walking in the places the story 
occurred, all in an effort to discover the real meaning of 
Christmas.” ---Adam Hamilton 

 

Dec  4 Joseph of Bethlehem  Matthew 1:18-24 

Dec 11 Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth  Luke 1:39-45 

Dec 18 From Nazareth to Bethlehem Luke 2:1-7 

Dec 25 The Manger   Luke 2:8-20 

 

Come join with your Church Family as we gain insight into our 
own journeys with Christ. 
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Emmaus Reunion Group  

No Gathering in December 

W[LK TO EMMAUS 

For December only we will meet the 2nd Sunday morning at 7:-00 

am. Breakfast followed by Devotionals/Bible Study. For men of First 

United Methodist and others throughout the community. 

BROTHERS 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 4. 2011, 7:00 am 

We have breakfast and a devotion 

Our vision for the future—- 

*Establishment of core men’s ministry leadership team 

*Partnership with Pastor 

*Focus is outward to all men, not inward to a group 

*Creation of ministry entry points for men 

*Attitude of invitation, not expectation or obligation 

*Leadership by empowerment, not control 

*Development of mentoring relationships 

*Available to persons in the community 

*Alignment with mission and ministry of the local 

church 

*Builds positive relationship with women 

United Methodist Women 

Wednesday, December 7 

Everyone bring soup, salad or dessert 

Program:  Looking for Hope 

 

 Facilitator:   Debbie Arnold 

 Hostesses:   Becky Kegans 

   Junie Green 

    

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY -- The 
Four Women in Jesus' Genealogy 

4-week study -- Taught by Pastor Martha -- 
No Homework! 

Beginning on Monday, 9 Jan. 2012 thru 
Monday, 30 Jan.  7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

(Note:  We will begin the new 8-wk Beth Moore 
study:  "James---Mercy Triumphs"  on Mon, 06 

Feb. 2012) 

Help Wanted!!  

 

We are in need of a Nursery Worker .  This position 

would involve being available on Sunday morning from 

8:15 until noon.  The need may arise for the nursery to 

also be staffed during other occasional services or events.  

A background check will be done for a candidate being 

considered for this position.  We are looking for some-

one at least 18 years of age or older, who loves caring 

for babies and toddlers.  Experience in babysitting would 

be a plus!  If interested, please contact the church office 

at 903-587-3463. 
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Sunday, December 4, 2011—5:00-7:00 p.m. — Going 
Christmas Caroling.  Meet at Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 — Interactive Christmas 
Pageant at 6:00 p.m. 

No youth December 16-January 1—Christmas break.  
Christ birthday!!! 

NOVEMBER YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Youth Sunday School meets at 9:45 am on Sunday 

mornings in the Youth room at the end of the 

Fellowship Hall.   We are doing the all-church 

Advent study on The Journey. Terry Morris is 

teaching, with Pastor Martha as a consultant.  

We want all Youth 6th-12th Grade to join us! 

YOUTH SUND[Y SCHOOL 

Youth Spiritual Formation 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Childrenõs Sunday School Corner  

The children love to sing with Kimberly Williams and Rhonda 

Schur. They have new praise &  worship music to teach the 

children every Sunday. Staci Morris and Kim Kay read the  Bible 

Stories each week, teaching the kids how  it applies in life, on a 

child’s level. Don’t let your children miss out! 

Just For Kids (JFK) is a ministry to and with children from  

age 4 (PreK) to 5th Grade.  It meets on Sunday evenings 

from 5:30—7:00 pm beginning with a joint supper with our 

youth, provided by volunteers.  JFK engages in ministry by 

making crafts, doing service projects, building friendships 

and fellowship in a warm Christian community.  Staci and 

Terry Morris are the coordinators of 

this ministry. 

December 4:   Christmas Caroling 

December 11:   Interactive Christmas Pageant 

BREAKFAST FOR GOD’S CHILDREN      
Fun for ALL Ages! 

Pancakes, Puppets, Crafts, Games 
 

Next meeting—Saturday,  December 3 

December 3, 5:30 –7:30 pm.  The Chamber of Commerce is not going to be able to have the movie on the 

square for children after the Christmas Parade.  So we are going to have a Kid’s party at the Fellowship Hall in-

stead.  We will have Christmas videos, crafts, sandwiches, cookies, etc.   Come join the fun! 
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Risk-Taking Mission and Service 

Mission  

Table for  

December 

Angel Tree for Nursing 

Home Residents 

ALL-CHURCH ADVENT MISSION 

 

NEW BABY BLANKETS 

 

Benefiting the Fannin County      
Pregnancy Center 

Bring to Worship, Sunday School, or 
to the Adult Christmas Party 

We stuff the backpacks on Wednesdays at 3:00 pm at the 

High School library.  Anytime you have a free Wednesday 

afternoon, Staci would be happy for the help. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FROM THE COMMUNITY 

 

Tammy  helped  over  120  people  after  her  death  by being  an    / 2 ' ! .    $ / . / 2  Ȧ  
Two blood drives are being held in her name… The first received 22 blood donations, bringing Tammy’s total up to υόϊ. 

Please come in for the last chance to help raise these numbers...     Help  her  now  by  $ÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ  "ÌÏÏÄ  
in  her  name  and  help  save  up  to   3   more  lives.  

Tammy  

Barnes 

,ÁÓÔ #ÈÁÎÃÅ  
$ÁÔÅȡ       7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ     $ÅÃȢ Ω

 
4ÉÍÅȡ      ΪȡΥΡ ÁÍ

ɂΥȡΥΡ ÐÍ 
,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ      (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ

 

Blood Drive 

How many Lives can Tammy Save??? 
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Saturday, December 3 
9:00-11:30 Breakfast for God’s Children 
5:00 pm  Christmas Parade 
5:30 –7:30 pm Kid’s Party (Chamber of 
Commerce Event) 
 
Sunday,  December 4 
7:00 am  UMM 
8:30 am Worship (Praise Band & Com-
munion) 
9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:55 am Worship with Communion 
12:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Youth & JFK go Caroling 
 
Monday, December 5 
5:15 pm  Girl Scout Troop 9792  
7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack 156 
7:00 pm  Girl Scout Troop 103 
7:00 pm  SPRC Meeting  
 
Tuesday, December 6 
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting* 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm  Worship Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
6:00 pm Youth Praise Band Rehearsal 
6:30 pm UMW 
 
Sunday, December 11 
8:30 am Worship (Praise Band & Com-
munion) 
9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:55 am Worship 
12:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal  
6:00 pm  Interactive Christmas Pageant 
 
Monday, December 12 
5:15 pm  Girl Scout Troop 9792  

6:30 pm  Adult Christmas Party 
7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack 156 
7:00 pm  Girl Scout Troop 103 
  
Tuesday, December 13 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
6:00 pm Youth Praise Band Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Administrative Council* 
 
Sunday, December 18 
8:30 am Worship (Praise Band  & Com-
munion) 
9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:55 am Worship with Communion 
12:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, December 20 
7:00 pm  Blue Christmas Service 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
6:00 pm  Youth Praise Band Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, December 24 
6:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service 
 
Sunday, December 25 
8:30 am Worship (Praise Band & Com-
munion) 
9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:55 am Worship 
 
*All meetings except for SPRC meetings are open 
meetings and all are welcome 

ǫȂȸȗY ǣIRTȌǥȂY! 

ǫȂȸȗY ȂȓǲIVEșǹAșY! 

December 1 Elizabeth Rhoden 

December 1 Brody Smith 

December 2 Dick Saye 

December 3 Patti Brunson 

December 4 Peggy Hallford 

December 6 George Barton 

December 6 Amber Henderson 

December 6 Chris Isaacs 

December 7 Katelyn Key 

December 9 Staci Morris 

December 10 Brandon Barton 

December 13 Shelby Barton 

December 16 Mickey Cash 

December 18 Lanna Jackson 

December 20 Kimberly Williams 

December 23 Dan Walker 

December 26 Jeannie Craton 

December 5 John & Kim Kay 

December 23 Felton & Mickey Cash 

December 27 Chris & Martha Myre 

December 2011  

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Our Church Family 

PǸȂYER CȔNȦEșȓS 

Military Residents  

Justin Horton                                                

(Amanda’s husband, Songer’s son/law) 

Tyler Boyer  & Tanner Boyer           

(sons of Greg and Gwen Boyer)                     

Lorena Brand  

Megan McDonough  

Robert Howell  

Bryan G. Cheairs  

Gloria Kuzmicki  

Jonathan R. Taylor 

Nursing Home Residents  

Lindy Coker 

Alice Beaty 

Floydine Campbell  

Christean Bowman  

Jeannette Buchanan 

Nelda Stevens 

 

 Homebound Residents 

Iva Morrow  

Our church family & relatives:  

Tony Ward (Mayo Clinic Kidney Transplant 

Testing) 

Jeremy Cook (Fred/Genece's son-in-law, heart 

murmur) 

Katherine Scardato (A.Dills Cousin) 

The Eades Family (Illness in family) 

Brad and Family (Brenda Snyderõs sonñ

employment)  

Our College Students     

Mary & Madeline Burke  (Mother and sister 

of Anne. Maddieõs transplant and    

continued improvement)            

Teresa Bonds (Continuing Illness)              

Mike Steele (Melissa Bartonõs fatherñhealing) 

Bryan James (Graves Disease) 

Artie and E.B. Kent (John David Kentõs 

Grandparents) 

Madell Blackerby (Fall) 

Kevin Butts 

Billy Grimes (Blood Clot) 

Kevin Roady (Illness) 

 

Friends and Members of the       

Community  

Russ & Carolyn Carlisle                                                

Jack & Lois Reese  

Tammy Alexander (Carl Harrisõ daughter) - 

hurt in explosion 

Cade Maham (30% burned) 

Carter McMillan (Tumor on brain)  

The family of Jason Ashley and Jase Watson  

Bettye Arnold and niece  Connie 

Les and Charlotte Dickerson and family (son 

has cancer, daughter has had liver    

transplant) 

Jerry Reynolds (Emmaus Lay Speaker-broken 

hip) 

Rebekah Cowley (Military-Afghanistan/18 mo 

old daughter) 

Sue Adams (Healing) 

Leonard Stanley 

Pam Field 

 

Lisa & Ken Wappes & family (Lisa kidney 

transplant donated from Ken) 

Cody OõNeil (football injury) 

Ryan Lynn (Infant struggling with lung     

infection) 

Jenna Martin (10 yr old with degenerative 

muscle disease) 

Khai Nguyen (Liver Transplant) 

Adam King & family (Septic Shock staph) 

Gerald Williams 

Tony Ward (successful transplant) 

 

Fighting Cancer  

Nancy Roughñbrain cancer 

Barbara Careyñ(requested by Terry Morris) 

Sidney Patterson (coworker of Peggy     

Hallfordñdiagnosed with cancer   

recently) 

Don Hainesñhas multiple myeloma  

Larry Reeder  

Janis Hensley                      

Billy Frank Crawford           

Jan Welborn  

Cathi Woodmansee  (on hospice) 

Jenny Montgomery  

Jackie Adams  

Donald Helms  (Marilyn Hendersonõs Bro/

lawð radiation, chemo) 

Ann Michele King (daughter of Rusty King, 

music director at FUMC Allen)  

Carter McMillan (tumor on brain) - a praise 

that the medication seems to be   

working  

Darold and Sandra Lewis (Darold's cancer 

has returned) 

Linda Laird (Breast Cancer) 

Jerry Covington 

Tommy Hope  

òScooteró Harold West 

Bud Morgan ( Leukemia) 

Shirley Hanson (Sandra Lewisõ sister-in-lawñ

stage 4 cancer) 

Donna Jones (cancer is back, in lymph 

nodes) 

Amy Simpson 

Jan Chapman (diagnosed with breast cancer) 

Debbie Gauntt (breast cancer) 

  

Prayers for safe pregnancy and healthy 

babies: 

Rebecca & Daniel for a healthy pregnancy 

(Rebecca is Greg & Denise Harveyõs 

daughter) 

Courtney & Tyler McCarley for a healthy 

pregnancy 

 

New Church Starts  

FriscoñPastor Edlen Cowley 

380 Corridor ñPastor Chris Yost 
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Aˍ˙˔˚isˢraˢ˔ʁʍ C˛m˙ʒᴝɫeʟ 

Keeping the Church Running 

TǸȝSTEȈS ǺȍǥǣIțS 

Everyone please make 
sure if you are the last to 
leave church that every-
thing is locked up and 
thermostats are adjusted 
back from any temporary 
settings.  

Trustee tidbits:  

Inventory was done of storage buildings by Lloyd and Lisa. 

Some items were determined to be throw away, other items 

will be discussed at the next meeting as to what to do with 

them.  

Lisa has completed negotiation on new electric provider with 

Sterling Power and contract will be effective 2/21/12 for 24 

months. During this process, it has been discovered that the 

church was paying taxes with Liberty Power and Lisa is now 

working with the Department of Revenue for reimbursement.  

The Church walk-through findings were discussed.  Our prima-

ry concern now is the sanctuary floor. Pest control will evalu-

ate the damage before moving forward. The a/c unit will be 

removed from the Images classroom and a ceiling fan will be 

installed. Tree trimming will need to be done around storage 

area.  

Several other minor projects will be done. The trustee sugges-

tion box will be mounted in the fellowship hallway.  

Your trusty trustees :) 

 
ǩȍǲȂNȦE ǩACțS 

We have now received 25 Estimate of Giving cards for a total 

of $114,470. We will be developing a budget and voting on it 

at an upcoming Administrative Council Meeting. 

  

               Christmas Quiz:   

  

1.  Which Gospels contain the story of the birth of Jesus? 

  

2.  What was the name of the angel that appeared to Mary? 

  

3.  Who was the first person this angel appeared to in the Gos-

pel? 

  

4.  What did Mary ride coming into Bethlehem? 

  

5.  Which animals are mentioned in the bible as being at the 

birth of Jesus? 

  

6.  What gifts did the shepherds bring? 

  

7.  How many wise men were there at the stable in Bethle-

hem? 

  

Answers: 
1.  Matthew and Luke both contain a story of the birth of Jesus, but they are 
somewhat different.  In the story in Matthew the angel appears to Joseph 
several times, whereas in Luke, Mary is the focus of the story.  Read them 
and see if you note other differences!   2.  Gabriel.  3.  Gabriel first appears 
to Zachariah, the husband of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth to tell him that Eliza-
beth would bear a son, whose name would be John.  This was John the 
Baptist who prepared the way for Jesus.  4.  We don’t know; the bible 
doesn’t actually mention a donkey.  5.  None; we just assume that they 
were there because of the mention of the stable.  6.  We don’t know if they 
brought any gifts.  They just went to see the child as the angels had told 
them.    7.  We don’t know; we have come to think of three wise men be-
cause of the three gifts that are mentioned:  gold, frankincense and myrhh.  
Also, the wise men didn’t go to the stable.  It says in Matthew 2:11 that 
they came into the “house.”  Jesus was probably about 2 years old by this 
time.  This is why Herod wanted to kill all the children under the age of two. 
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First United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 218/206 N Main  

(Corner of Houston & Main) 
Leonard, TX 75452-0218 

Pastor Dr. Martha Myre                                                                                                    Phone: (903) 587-3463 Cell# 903-513-5845 
Pastor’s Email: mvmyre@gmail.com                                                                                                           Email: leonardumc@yahoo.com 

Website: www.fumcleonard.org 

Thanks so much to everyone who helped set up/
decorate, prepare and clean up, after our Thanksgiv-
ing pot luck dinner this past Sunday.  We had a won-
derful turnout and served approximately 95 peo-
ple.  Your hard work and service made this event a 
huge success.  I  couldn’t have asked for a better 
team to work with and I’m very thankful to all of 
you.  

Anna Jo 

A heartfelt thank you to all who stepped up to the plate 
in not only preparing food, but preparing our beautiful 
sanctuary and fellowship hall for Genece Eubanks’ Ser-
vice.  We had all hands on board, mowing, planting, 
power-washing sidewalks, changing filters, light bulbs, 
and the list goes on and on.  To the over 40 individuals 
who called and so generously offered special dishes to 
serve the family, I cannot tell you how grateful we 
were.  By now if you don't know it, we are a group of 
people who not only serve our own, but our community 
as well.  We serve an awesome God, and each one of 
you are truly servants, not volunteers.  [Amen to that -  
mvm] 

May you and yours be blessed during this Holiday Sea-
son.  You have truly been a blessing to us and to the 
Eubanks Family. 

Blessings, 

Marty Vehslage and Debbie Arnold 

 


