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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

It’s time to party at Mardi Gras! Woohoo!! OK. What’s that all about?
#~ Mardi Gras literally means “Fat Tuesday.” For church traditions that
recognize Lent, this is the day before the beginning of Lent, or Ash
Wednesday. Lent was traditionally a sober time of fasting and self-
denial, so Fat Tuesday was the last day to celebrate and eat all of the
things that would be forbidden during the Lenten Fast (sugar, fat, and
eggs). In some places (think New Orleans and Carnival in South America)
the celebrations get pretty elaborate and wild. Since we are fairly

moderate Methodists (!), we are having a Pancake Dinner on “Fat Tuesday.”

We won’t be going wild on Fat Tuesday, but we will be taking Lent seriously. | actually love Lent. Sometimes |
give something up —last year was chocolate (you can imagine how hard that was for me!)—but | always try to
observe Lent in some way. It helps me get ready for my favorite Holy Day of Easter. The sense that many others
are observing Lenten discipline helps me to be disciplined as well. This year | am not giving up anything, | am
recommitting to a certain time and kind of prayer. My Lenten Discipline will be to be at the church at 7:00 am
every morning to have a 30 minute prayer time in the sanctuary, using the resource, A Wesleyan Way of Prayer. |
pray every morning, but | have found that there is something special about praying in the sanctuary where |
worship with my church family. | will be praying for those in the community that we want to reach as a
congregation. | will be praying for the folks on our prayer list and on my personal prayer list. | will be “walking the
pews” and praying for those who sit in them regularly and those who have yet to come and join us. | will be
reading scriptures and journaling my responses. And | will be celebrating communion. Anyone who wishes is

invited to join me.

My second Lenten Discipline will be to engage in a Wesleyan fast each week (from Thursday evening to 3:00 pm
Friday). Actually this discipline will continue until General Conference of 2012. | will specifically be praying for the
upcoming conference during this time. This is a fast that the Council of Bishops and others around both our
conference and other conferences will be joining in. General Conference is the place where we make the
decisions for the United Methodist Church. It is vitally important that we begin now to bathe in prayer the
process of electing delegates and proposing legislative changes.

My prayer for you is that you have a Holy Lent; that you find a time and place to reconnect
with God as the source of your life.

Blessings,

Martha




PRAYER VIGIL

Wednesday, March 9, 7:30 p.m. — Thursday, March 10, 7:30 p.m.

A Prayer Vigil will be held on Wednesday, March 9, 7:30 p.m. — Thursday, March 10, 7:30 p.m. Sign up with Jackie Trenholm to pray at 30
-minute time intervals, praying in the location of your choice.

Our prayers will be focused on the Lenten Season, Bring A Friend Sunday on April 10, Holy Week Services, Easter Sunday, and reaching
the un-churched and unsaved.

Sign up today! Be a part of our “Praying Church”.

| Timothy 2:1...” First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone....”

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2011 Ash Wednesday Service Sunday, March 20th 2:30—4:30 pm
9-30' 12N ' will be Wednesday,
e Toon March 9, 6:30 p.m. Ad- Connecting Conversations, Sulphur Springs FUMC

EAST DISTRICT UMW MISSION
TEAM MEETING

ministrative Council will

follow the service. The SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2011

Lighthouse Room Lenten/Easter
Prayer Vigil POT LUCK
Wednévs”(!j:;g&arch 9 Friendship Class Hosts “Sing-a-Long”
SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2011 7:30 p.m. 0 Thursday, PLANNING MEETING FOR JULY-DECEMBER, 2011
March 10, 7:30 p.m. ) )
PROYECTO ABRIGO DINNER Please be in prayer for Immediately following Pot Luck
Suncreek UMC, Allen the Lenten and Easter
Seasons that we may
Featuring Pastor Jose’ Luis Portillo reach the inactive

and the unchurched.

Bring your friends, youth groups, pastors,
and family to this special event.

Tickets are $20. There will be a silent auction and gifts for
you to purchase made by the people of Tierra Nueva.

For more information contact Eugene/Becky Kegans or

Dr. Andy Stoker at andy@andystoker.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MAKES A DIFFERENCE

FRIENDSHIP CLASS

TThe Friendship Class will cover the Adult Bible Studies: We Worship God, A Guide for Worship Leaders: Instructions About Worship,
featuring | Timothy 2:1-6; | Timothy 3:14-16 the first Sunday in March.

During Lent the class will join with the church-wide study: 24 Hours That Changed the World by Adam Hamilton. See related article.

On the third Sunday of every month, the Friendship Class ministers to the Leonard Manor residents in Word and song at 9 a.m. at the
Manor. You are invited to join us in this service.

If you like a good discussion class, join the Friendship Class on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Lighthouse Room.
Eugene Kegans is the facilitator.

IMAGES CLASS
On March 6 the Images Class will conclude Adam Hamilton’s study, When Christians Get It Wrong.
In this final session, the author tells us about When Christians Get It Right

based on | John 4:11-12, 16, 19-21....”The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and
sisters also.”

The Images Class will be joining the church-wide Lenten study by Adam Hamilton, 24 Hours That Changed the World, focusing on the
40-Days of Reflection that accompanies this study.

Images meets in the classroom off of the Sanctuary immediately following the Early Service. Come join us; we are a covenant small
group who enjoys studying and growing together on our spiritual journey. The coffee is always on and the fellowship is warm and
inviting.

S.0.S. CLASS

S.0.S. (Studying on Sunday) class meets in the choir room Sunday mornings at 9:45 am. We welcome you to come
and take part in our lively discussions and see what God reveals through his word each week.

HORIZONS CLASS

This class is for College/Career Age Young Adults. We cover a broad range of subjects from Science/Religion, Money Mat-

ters, life issues, and sometimes just conversing together about things we encounter in our lives. Fellowship with others is

an important part of spiritual growth as we try to meet
our way and prepare for |ifeds challenges as we grow sp

each Sunday morning.

THROUGH THE BIBLE CLASS
Come join this class as we s tukel YOurwlsslas bBendedrganiadd. r d 9

We are meeting in a classroom in the childrends i

We are cross generational, creating wonderful diversity in our great discussions.
Marty Vehslage is the Facilitator.

CHURCH-WIDE LENTEN “Sunday School” Study
March 13-April 24, 2011
““n | hlw{ ¢l !¢ /1! BA&nbHamtch 9 2 hw[ 5

“The aim of this book/DVD is to help you better understand the events that occurred during the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life, see
more clearly the theological significance of Christ’s suffering and death, and reflect upon the meaning of these events for your life.
Writing this book and creating the videos on location in Jerusalem have deepened my own faith and my sense of love and grati-

tude for Jesus Christ. | pray that reading this book and watching the DVD will have the same effect on you.” ---Adam Hamilton

No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this heart-
breaking, inspiring book and DVD, Adam Hamilton guides us, step by step, through the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life.

Each chapter is designed to help us experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a way we never
have before. Whether you are a longtime Christian or simply curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion, you are invited to join
us on this inspiring journey. (Adults will meet in Sanctuary at 9:45 am to view DVD then return to classrooms for discussion.)




Scriptures and Sermons for Lent:

March 20 — Genesis 3; Mark 14:32-46 “Two Gardens” Worshlp Co tlee Meetmg

March 27 — Exodus 3:1-15; Mark 14:53, 55, 61-68, 70-72 “On Trial” 7:00 pm

April 3 — Leviticus 16:7-10, 20-25, Mark 15:1-15 “Who’s Your Crowd, What’s Your Choice?” Wednesday, March 23rd

April 10 — Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Mark 15:15b-23 “Does Suffering Really Save Us?”
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(Theme: Favorite Family Recipe)
Breakfast followed by Devotionals/Bible Study. For men of
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Facilitator: Genece Eubanks First United Methodist and others throughout the community.
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O MARRI AGE ON THE Womends Bible Stju:
DVD Study Mondays 6:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Jackie Trenholm
903 -587 -2557

6:30 pm, Thursdays

m by Chris Hambrecht

We would like to offer our PUBLIC SEMINARS & SUPPORT GROUPS

ARE YOU WA[-K/NG WITH heartfelt thanks to the many )
beautiful women who have Caregiver Support Group
prepared and delivered 1st Tuesday of the month
Monday night meals to my 1:00-2:30 pm at the Denison Public Library
JESUS daughter, Brittany and myself. 300 W, Gandy in Denison.
We were blessed by your gifts
of nutritional support while Led by Paula Perkins,
healing from the hip surgery. call if you have questions 903-868-9315
%EMsz
ON YOUR JOLRNEY? Thank You, Email: info.hospice@homehospice.org

www.emdoodle.com 02/24/1 1

Website: www.homehospice.org

Anna and Brittany Kara

BREAKFAST FOR
GOD6S CHI LDHREN
We do offer Fun for
ALL Ages!
Come next on
Saturday,

March 5th

Starts at 9:00 a.m. Breakfast,
Crafts, Stories, & Fellowship
Bring your friends & neighbors,

JFK (Just For Kids)
5:30pm

Every Sunday

Brothers and Sisters,

... even Mom & Dad!

pancaKkEe-DINNER

Sponsored by JPR" 5
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Sunday Sch00| Corner Fund Raiser Pancake Supper on March 8 ah6:30

theFellowship hatt FUMC.
Come join in!

We want to encourage all of our children to particigatedinaibir
Although we are recruiting adults to actually do the cooking, the JFK K
The children love to sing with Kimberly Williams and will be making decorations, decorating, aehafgp we plan to have
a small amountesitertainmenfThe proceeds from this event will be
donated to the youth Mission fund. The FUM@Enésatisly invited
us to join them in several of their events last year and slehope to
our appreciation by making a contribution to their mis¥madgind.
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chil dr e nthemVehepe ghat gllithe parents, relatives and friends will rake plan

Rhonda Schur. They have new praise & worship music to

teach the children every Sunday. Stacy Morris and Kim

Kay read the Bible Stories each week, teaching the kids
how it applies in
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help cook for our JFK and Youth Meals on Sunday. Sign up sheet is in the back of the Sanctuary. We will accept money if songecannot cook.



http://www.youthworks.com

March 2011

Remember: Daylight Savings Begins March 13th

Thank you for providing

Faithful Service for Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
MARCH PRAYER WARRIORS
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
LITURGISTS Sign up today and 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
MAR. 6 Peggy Hallford commit to prav for
MAR. 13 Dixie chks'on pray 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
MAR. 20 Terry Morris our Clergy, Staff &
MAR. 27 Becky Kegans Congregation 27 28 29 30 31
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MAR. 27 Terry & Stacy Morris
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